WAC 110-50-0450 Using the standardized assessment tool to deter-
mine foster care reimbursement levels. The basic maintenance payment
level 1 is paid to foster parents depending upon the ages of the chil-
dren and youth. In addition, there are six levels of supplemental pay-
ments paid to foster parents who care for children or youth with wvary-
ing degrees of physical, mental health, or behavioral needs that re-
quire increased effort, care, or supervision. The standardized assess-
ment tool must be used to determine the appropriate level for payment
based on available information regarding children's or youth's needs,
regardless of the foster home they are placed in. Children or youth
will be assessed and paid at the highest level they qualify for. Chil-
dren or youth assessed at:

(1) Level 1l: Receive the basic foster care maintenance rate. The
payment is based on the child's or youth's needs, who are developing
comparably to children or youth in the same age range. The payments
are based on three age categories:

(a) Birth to five years old;

(b) Six to 11 years old; or

(c) Twelve to 20 years old.

(2) Level 2: Require more support from foster parents due to the
youth being 12 vyears of age or older. The payment 1is based on the
youth's needs, who are developing comparably to youth in the same age
range.

(3) Level 3: Are diagnosed by a licensed health care provider
with at least one chronic medical condition that requires more support
from foster parents due to the severity of their needs. Children and
youth in this level only have chronic medical conditions and do not
have other conditions that would put them in a different level of
care.

(4) Level 4: Are diagnosed by a licensed health care provider
with a developmental disability that requires more support from foster
parents due to the severity of their behaviors and needs. Children and
youth in this level only have a diagnosed developmental disability and
do not have other conditions that would put them in a different level
of care.

(5) Level 5: Are diagnosed by a licensed health care provider
with a developmental disability and have at least one chronic health
condition. Children or youth in this level will not have any other
conditions that would put them in a different level of care.

(6) Level 6: Have a current mental health diagnosis by a licensed
health care provider or current prescription medication to assist with
their mental health diagnosis.

(7) Level 7: Have complex mental health needs and need more sup-
port to help stabilize and keep the child or youth safe.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.216.065 and 74.13.031. WSR 23-24-040, §
110-50-0450, filed 11/30/23, effective 12/31/23. WSR 18-14-078, reco-
dified as § 110-50-0450, filed 6/29/18, effective 7/1/18. Statutory
Authority: RCW 74.08.090. WSR 09-16-045, § 388-25-0016, filed 7/28/09,
effective 8/28/09.]
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